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AS AMENDED THROUGH January 1, 2007 
 


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This document is provided as a convenience to the public.  The official ordinance and 
amendments thereto are contained in the office of the Minute Clerk of Jefferson County 
in Minute Book 61, pages 237-264, Minute Book 63, pages 203-204, Minute Book 65, 
page 162, Minute Book 65, page 195, Minute Book 69, pages 363-364, Minute Book 72, 
pages 79-81, Minute Book 97, pages 214 – 216, Minute Book 109, pages 276-278, 
Bessemer Minute Book 6, pages 256-260, Minute Book 123, pages 343-344, Minute 
Book 126, page 467, Minute Book 132, pages 202-204, Minute Book 140, page 149, and 
Minute Book 144, pages 349-353, with additional amendments adjusting the User 
Charges on January 1, 2003 and January 1, 2004.  In the event of a discrepancy between 
any words or figures contained in this document and those contained in the official 
minutes of the Jefferson County Commission, the words and figures reflected in the 
official minutes shall govern.  Due to the fact that the ordinance is frequently amended, 
users of this document are specifically cautioned not to rely on the exact wording or 
figures contained herein as a basis for expenditures or irrevocable decisions without first 
verifying such words or figures in the office of the Minute Clerk, Jefferson County, 
Alabama. 
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ARTICLE I  - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
A.  PURPOSE AND POLICY 
 
This Ordinance sets forth uniform requirements for all users of the wastewater collection 
and treatment system for Jefferson County, Alabama, and enables the County to comply 
with all applicable State and Federal laws required by the Clean Water Act of 1977 and 
the general Pretreatment Regulations (40 CFR, Part 403).  It should be noted that the 
Jefferson County Government for purposes of this Ordinance will not be considered a 
user and for that reason is exempted from the provisions of this Ordinance; however, the 
County will provide necessary pretreatment at its own facilities. 
 
The objectives of this Ordinance are: 


(a) to prevent the introduction of pollutants into the County Wastewater 
system which will interfere with the operation of the system or con-
taminate the resulting sludge; 
(b) to prevent the introduction of pollutants into the County Wastewater 
system which will pass through the system, inadequately treated, into 
receiving waters or the atmosphere or otherwise be incompatible with the 
system; 
(c) to improve the opportunity to recycle and reclaim wastewaters and 
sludge from the system; and 
(d) to provide for equitable distribution of the cost of the County waste-
water system. 


 
This ordinance provides for the regulation of all contributors to the County wastewater 
system through the issuance of permits to certain non-domestic users and through 
enforcement of general requirements for the other users, authorizes monitoring and 
compliance activities, requires user reporting, and provides for the setting of fees for the 
equitable distribution of costs resulting from the program established herein. 
 
This ordinance shall apply to Jefferson County and to persons outside the County who 
are, by contract or agreement with the County, users of the County sewer system.  This 
ordinance is a revision to the Sewer Use Ordinance adopted January 24, 1977.  Except as 
otherwise provided herein, Jefferson County shall administer, implement, and enforce the 
provisions of this ordinance. 
 
 
B.  DEFINITIONS 
 
1.  "ADEM" shall mean Alabama Department of Environmental Management or its duly 


authorized deputy, agent, or representative. 
 
2.  "Act", "The Act", or "CWA" shall mean the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, also 


known as the Clean Water Act, as amended, U.S.C. 1251, ET. Seq. 
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3. "Approval Authority" shall mean the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management. 


 
4.   "Authorized Representative of an Industrial User" shall mean any one of the 


following:  (1) A principal executive officer of at least the level of Vice-President, if 
the industrial user is a corporation; (2) A general partner or proprietor if the industrial 
user is a partner or proprietorship, respectively; (3) A duly authorized representative 
of the individual above if such representative is responsible for the overall operation 
of the facilities from which the discharge originates. 


 
5.  "BOD" (denoting biochemical oxygen demand), shall mean the quantity of oxygen 


utilized in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory 
procedure in five days at 20 degrees C., expressed in milligrams per liter by weight. 
BOD shall be determined by standard methods as hereinafter defined. 


 
6.  "Categorical Standards" shall mean the National Categorical Pretreatment Standards 


or Pretreatment Standard. 
 
7.  "CFR" denotes Code of Federal Regulations. 
 
8.  "COD" denotes Chemical Oxygen Demand. 
 
9.  "Composite Sample" shall mean the makeup of a number of individual samples, so        


taken as to represent the nature of wastewater or industrial wastes. 
 
10. "Constituents" shall mean the combination of particles, chemicals or conditions,                 


which exist in the wastewater. 
 
11. "Control Authority" shall refer to ADEM. 
 
12. "Cooling Water" shall mean the water discharged from any use such as air                         


conditioning, cooling or refrigeration, or to which the only pollutant added is heat. 
 
13. "County" shall mean Jefferson County Commission or its duly authorized agent,                


deputy or representative. 
 
14. "Direct Discharge" shall mean the discharge of treated or untreated wastewater                 


directly to the waters of the State of Alabama. 
 
15. "Effluent" shall mean the discharge of flow from an industry or a treatment plant          


facility. 
 
16. "EPA" shall mean the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, or where appropriate, 


the term  may also be used as a designation for the Regional Administrator or other 
duly authorized official of said agency. 
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17. "Flammable" shall be defined by existing fire regulations covering the County. 
 
18. "Grab Sample" shall mean a sample, which is taken from a waste stream on a one-


time basis with no regard to the flow in the waste stream. 
 
19. "Holding Tank Waste" shall mean any waste from holding tanks such as vessels, 


campers, chemical toilets, trailers, septic tanks, and vacuum pump trucks. 
 
20. "Impact Connection Fee" shall mean the charge assessed against the sewer customer 


within or without the County that are connected to, or have access to, the County 
sewage system. 


 
21. "Indirect Discharge" shall mean the discharge or introduction of non-domestic 


pollutants from any source regulated under Section 307(b) or (c) of the Act, into the 
sewer system (including holding tank waste discharged into the system). 


 
22. "Industrial User" shall mean any industry producing liquid waste, discharging either 


with or without pretreatment, into the County sewer system. 
 
23. "Industrial Plant Site" shall mean a parcel of land occupied by a facility, which 


discharges industrial wastes. 
 
24. "Industrial Sewer Connection Application" shall mean the application required to be 


filed by all industrial contributors or potential industrial contributors who intend to 
connect to the sewer system.  This request shall be on forms provided by the County, 
which specify the quantity, strengths, and any special qualities of their industrial 
waste. 


 
25. "Industrial Waste Surcharge" shall mean the additional service charge assessed 


against industries in the County service area whose waste characteristics exceed those 
of normal wastewater as defined in the context of this ordinance. 


 
26. "Influent" shall mean the wastewaters arriving at a County wastewater treatment plant 


for treatment. 
 
27. "Interference" shall mean the inhibition of disruption of the County sewer system's 


treatment processes, operations, or sewer system, which contributed to a violation of 
any requirements of its NPDES permit.  The term includes prevention of sewage 
sludge use or disposal by the County in accordance with Section 405 of the ACT, or 
any criteria, guidelines or regulations developed pursuant to the Solid Waste Disposal 
Act (SWDA), the Clean Water Act, the Toxic Substances Control Act, or more 
stringent State criteria (including those contained in any State sludge management 
regulation pursuant to title IV or SWDA) applicable to the method of disposal or use 
employed by the County. 


 
28. "l" denotes liter. 
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29. "MBAS" denotes methylene-blue-active substance. 
 
30. "Metered Water" shall mean the quantity of all sources of water, including water from 


wells, consumed by the sewer customer (see Article VI). 
 
31. "mg/l" denotes milligrams per liter and shall mean ratio by weight. 
 
32. "National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit" or "NPDES Permit" shall 


mean a permit issued to the County pursuant to Section 402 of the Act (33 U.S.C. 
1342). 


 
33. "National Pretreatment Standard" shall mean any regulation containing pollutant 


discharge limits promulgated by the EPA in accordance with Section 307(b) and (c) 
of the ACT which applies to industrial users. 


 
34. "Natural Outlet" shall mean any outlet used to dispose of liquid waste, which 


ultimately flows or leads into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake, or other body of 
surface or ground water. 


 
35. The publication of proposed regulations prescribing a Section 307(c) categorical 


pretreatment standard which will be applicable to such source, if such standard is 
thereafter promulgated within 120 days of proposal in the Federal Register.  Where 
the Standard is promulgated later than 120 days after proposal, a New Source shall 
mean any source, the construction of which is commended after the date of 
promulgation of the standard. 


 
36. "pH" shall mean the logarithm of the reciprocal of the concentration of the hydrogen 


ion. pH shall be determined by standard methods as hereinafter defined. 
 
37. "Person" or Owner" shall mean any individual, firm, company, joint stock company, 


association, society, corporation, group, partnership, co-partnership, trust, estate, 
governmental or legal entity, or their assigned representatives, agents or assigns.  The 
masculine gender shall include the feminine, the singular shall include the plural 
where indicated by context. 


 
38. "Pollutant" shall mean any dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator, residue, sewage 


garbage, sewage sludge, munitions, chemical waste, biological materials, radioactive 
materials, heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, rock, sand, cellar dirt, and 
industrial, municipal, and agricultural waste discharged into water. 


 
39. "Pretreatment" shall mean the reduction of the amount of pollutants, the elimination 


of pollutants, or the alteration of the nature of pollutant properties in a wastewater to a 
less harmful state prior to or in lieu of discharging or otherwise introducing such 
pollutants into the County sewer system.  The reduction or alteration can be obtained 
by physical, chemical, or biological processes, process changes, or other means 
except as prohibited by 40 CFR Section 403.6(d). 
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40. "Pretreatment Requirement" shall mean any substantive or procedural requirement 
related to pretreatment, other than a National Pretreatment Standard imposed on an 
industrial user. 


 
41. "Receiving Waters" shall mean those waters into which treated effluents are 


discharged. 
 
42. "Residential or Domestic User" shall mean a premise or person who discharges 


wastewater to the County sewers, that is of a volume and strength typical for 
residences and further for billing purposes, is defined as a dwelling place or place of 
residence. 


 
43. "SWDA" denotes the Solid Waste Disposal Act, 42 U.S.C. 6901, ET. SEQ. 
 
44. "Sanitary Sewer" shall mean a sewer, which carries wastewater, and from which 


storm, surface, and ground waters are intended to be excluded. 
 
45. "Sewer System" or "County Sewer System" shall mean a treatment works as defined 


by Section 212 of the Act (33 U.S.C. 1292) which is owned by the County.  This 
definition includes any sewer that conveys wastewater to such treatment works, but 
does not include pipes, sewer, or other conveyances not connected to a facility 
providing treatment. The term shall also mean Jefferson County, which has 
jurisdiction over the indirect discharges to and the discharge from such a treatment 
works. 


 
46. "Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying wastewater. 
 
47. "Shall" is mandatory; "may" is permissive. 
 
48. "Standard Industrial Classification" or "SIC" shall mean the classification pursuant to 


the Standard Industrial Classification Manual issued by the Executive Office of the 
President, Office of Management and Budget, 1972. 


 
49. "Standard Methods" shall mean those sampling and analysis procedures established 


by and in accordance with EPA pursuant to Section 304(g) of the Act and contained 
in 40 CFR, Part 136, as amended or the "Standard Methods for the Examination of 
Water and Sewer" as prepared, approved, and published jointly by the American 
Public Health Association, the American Water Works Association, and the Water 
Pollution Control Federation.  In cases where procedures vary, the EPA 
methodologies shall supercede. 


 
50. "Standard Strength" shall mean wastes of any origin having a content of 300 mg/l or 


less of 5-day, 20 degrees C. BOD, and/or containing 300 mg/l or less of suspended 
solids, and having no prohibited qualities for sanitary sewer system admission. 
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51. "S.I.D. Permit" shall mean a State Indirect Discharge permit issued by the ADEM.  
Such permits shall be issued to dischargers of non-domestic pollutants from any 
source, including but not limited to those regulated under Section 307(b) or (c) of the 
Act, to the County Sewer system. 


 
52. "Storm Sewer" or "Storm Drain" shall mean a sewer which carries storm and surface 


waters and drainage, but excludes wastewater and polluted industrial wastes. 
 
53. "Suspended Solids" shall mean solids that either float on the surface, or are in 


suspension in water, wastewater, or liquid as defined by standard methods. 
 
54. "TOC" shall mean total organic carbon as determined by standard methods. 
 
55. "TSS" shall mean total suspended solids. 
 
56. "Total Solids" shall mean total weight mg/l or all solids: dissolved, undissolved, 


organic, or inorganic. 
 
57. "Toxic" shall mean constituents of wastes, which adversely affect the organisms or 


other processes involved in wastewater treatment. 
 
58. "County Treatment Plant" or "County Plant" shall mean that portion of the County's 


sewer system designed to provide treatment to wastewater. 
 
59. "U.S.C." denotes Unites States Code. 
 
60. "User" shall mean any individual or entity, including municipalities who contribute, 


causes, or permits the contribution of wastewater into the County's sewer system. 
 
61. "Watercourse" shall mean a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either 


continuously or intermittently. 
 
62. "Wastewater" shall mean any solids, liquids, gas, or radiological substance 


originating from residences, business buildings, institutions, and industrial 
establishments together with any ground water, surface water, and storm water that 
may be present, whether treated or untreated, which is contributed into or permitted to 
enter the County's sewer system. 


 
63. "Waters of the State of Alabama" shall mean any water, surface or underground, 


within the boundaries of the State. 
 
64. “All contributors" denotes anyone contributing wastewater to the collection and 


treatment systems of Jefferson County. 
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ARTICLE II - DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 
 
 
A.  GENERAL DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS 
 
No user shall contribute or cause to be contributed, directly, or indirectly, any pollutant or 
wastewater which will interfere with the operation or performance of the County's sewer 
system.  These general prohibitions apply to all such users of the sewer system whether 
or not the user is subject to National Categorical Pretreatment Standards or any other 
National, State, or Local Pretreatment Standards or Requirements.  A user may not 
contribute the following substances to the sewer system: 
 
1. Any liquids, solids, or gases which by reason of their nature or quality are, or may be,  


sufficient alone or by interaction with other substances to cause fire or explosion or 
be injurious in any way to the sewer system or to the operation of the sewer system.  
At no time shall two successive readings on an explosive hazard meter, at the point of 
discharge into the system (or at any point in the system) be more than five percent 
(5%) nor any single reading over ten percent (10%) of the Lower Explosive Limit 
(LEL) of the meter.  Prohibited materials include, but are not limited to: alcohols, 
aldehydes, benzine, bromates, carbides, chlorates, commercial solvents, ethers, fuel 
oil, gasoline, any hydrocarbon derivatives, hydrides, kerosene, ketones, mineral 
spirits, motor oils, naptha, perchlorates, peroxides, sulfides, toluene, xylene and any 
other substances which the County, the State, or EPA has notified the User is a fire 
hazard to the system. 


 
2.  Any pollutants which will cause corrosive structural damage to the sewer system (in 


no case with a pH less than 5.0 or higher than 9.0) or wastewater having other 
corrosive property capable of causing damage or hazard to structures, equipment, 
and/or personnel of the sewer system. 


 
3.  Solid or viscous substances in amounts which may cause obstruction to the flow in a 


sewer or other interference with the operation of the sewer system such as, but not 
limited to:  garbage with particles greater than 1/2 inch, ashes, cinders, animal guts or 
tissues, paunch, manure, offal, bones, hair, hides or fleshings, entrails, whole bloods, 
beer or distillery slops, milk residue, ice cream, sugar syrups, feathers, sand, lime 
residues, stone or marble dust, metal, glass, straw, grass clippings, rags, spent grains, 
spent hops, waste paper, wood, plastics, fiberglass, paint or ink residues, gas, tar, as-
phalt residues, chemical residues, residues from refining or processing of fuel or 
lubricating facilities, cannery waste, mud, glass grinding waste, polishing waste; any 
water or waste which contains more than 150 mg/L of mineral oil or grease, or 150 
mg/L of animal or vegetable fats, oils, or grease; or any water or waste which 
contains a substance that will solidify or become viscous at temperatures between 32 
degrees and 90 degrees F. 


 
  4. Any pollutants, (BOD, etc.) released at a flow and/or pollutant concentration which        


will cause interference to the sewage treatment process (see Section F). 
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5. Any wastewater having a temperature, which will inhibit biological activity in the 
sewer system resulting in interference, but in no case wastewater with a temperature 
at the introduction into wastewater treatment plant which exceeds 40 degrees C (104 
degrees F).  No user shall discharge into any sewer line or appurtenance of the sewer 
system wastewater with a temperature exceeding 65.5 degrees C (150 degrees F).  
More stringent limitations may be required if the POTW processes are adversely 
affected by lesser temperatures. 


 
6. Any wastewater containing toxic pollutants with either singly or by interaction with 


other pollutants, would injure or interfere with any wastewater treatment process, 
constitute a hazard to humans or animals, create a toxic effect in the receiving waters 
of the sewer system, or to exceed the limitations set forth in a Categorical 
Pretreatment Standard.  A toxic pollutant shall include but not be limited to any 
pollutant identified pursuant to Section 307(a) of the Act. 


 
7. Any noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, or solids which whether singularly or by 


interaction with other wastes are sufficient to create a public nuisance or hazard to life 
or are sufficient to prevent entry into the sewers for their maintenance and repair. 


 
8. Any substance which may cause the County treatment plant effluent or any other 


produce of the County treatment plant such as residues, sludge, or scum, to be 
unsuitable for reclamation and reuse or to interfere with the reclamation process 
where the County is pursuing a reuse and reclamation program.  In no case shall a 
substance discharged to the County sewer system cause the County to be in non-
compliance with sludge use or disposal criteria, guidelines, or regulations developed 
under Section 405 of the Act; any criteria, guidelines, or regulations affecting sludge 
use or disposal developed pursuant to the Solid Waste Disposal Act, or State criteria 
applicable to the sludge management method being used. 


 
9. Any substance, which will cause the County to violate its NPDES and/or State 


Disposal System Permit or the receiving water quality standards. 
 
10. Any wastewater with color that cannot be removed by the County's wastewater 


treatment plant. 
 
11. Any liquid or wastewater containing quantities of radioactive waste in excess of 


presently existing or subsequently accepted limits for drinking water as established by 
applicable State or Federal regulations. 


 
 
B.  PROHIBITIONS ON STORM DRAINAGE, GROUND WATER AND  
      COOLING WATER 
 
Storm water, ground water, rain water, street drainage, roof top drainage, cooling water 
of any type, basement drainage, sump pumpings, sub-surface drainage, or yard drainage 
shall not be discharged through direct or indirect connections to the sewer system. 
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C.  NATIONAL PRETREATMENT STANDARDS 
 
Certain industrial users, (as defined by EPA in the General Pretreatment Regulations 
published in the June 26, 1978 Federal Register titled Part 403 General Pretreatment 
Regulations and any revision thereof) are or hereafter shall become subject to National 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards promulgated by the EPA specifying quantities or 
concentrations of pollutants or pollutant properties which may be discharged into the 
sewer system.  All industrial users subject to a National Categorical Pretreatment 
Standard shall comply with all requirements of such standard and shall also comply with 
any additional or more stringent limitations contained in this Article.  Compliance with 
National Categorical Pretreatment Standards for existing sources subject to such 
standards or for existing sources which hereafter become subject to such standards shall 
be within three (3) years following promulgation of the standards unless a shorter com-
pliance time is specified in the standard.  Compliance with National Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards for new sources shall be required upon promulgation of the 
Standard.  Except where expressly authorized by an applicable National Categorical 
Pretreatment Standard, no industrial user shall increase the use of process water or in any 
way attempt to dilute a discharge as a partial or complete substitution for adequate 
treatment to achieve compliance with such standard. 
 
 
D.  FIXED UPPER LIMITS ON WASTEWATER CONSTITUENTS 
 
Following herewith are maximum discharge concentrations for any industrial user of the 
Jefferson County Sewerage System.  The limits are subject to change by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, 
and Jefferson County.  Such change may occur thorough changes imposed by National 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards or by Jefferson County's determination that 
interference exists in any of the County's wastewater treatment plants by reason of any 
limit set forth herein or by case-specific considerations. 
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PPER DISCHARGE LIMITS  SUGGESTED 
FOR INDUSTRIAL USERS  DESIGN 
INTO COUNTY WWTPS  CRITERIA 
                                                             
PARAMETER      DAILY        DAILY        DAILY       DAILY 
                AVERAGE      MAXIMUM     AVERAGE       MAXIMUM 
 
Aluminum, 25.0 mg/L 50.0 mg/L 5.0 mg/L 10.0 mg/L 
Dissolved 
 
Cadmium, Total 0.3 mg/L 0.3 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 
 
Chromium +6 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 
 
Chromium, Total 2.5 mg/L 5.0 mg/L 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 
 
Copper, Total 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 
 
Cyanide, 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 
as CN or HCN 
 
Iron, Total 10.0 mg/L 20.0 mg/L 3.0 mg/L 6.0 mg/L 
 
Lead, Total 0.5 mg/L 0.5 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 
 
Nickel, Total 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 0.5 mg/L 1.0 mg/L 
 
Silver, Total 0.25 mg/L 0.5 mg/L 0.05 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 
 
Tin, Total 5.0 mg/L 10.0 mg/L 0.1 mg/L 0.2 mg/L 
 
Zinc, Total 1.8 mg/L 3.6 mg/L 0.8 mg/L 1.6 mg/L 
 
Arsenic  0.10 mg/L 
 
Ammonia  25.0 mg/L 
 
Barium  1.0 mg/L 
 
Chlorides  200.0 mg/L 
 
Detergents ABS (Hard)      * 
 
Detergents (Soft)           * 
 
Detergents (Biodegradable)      * 
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PPER DISCHARGE LIMITS  SUGGESTED 
FOR INDUSTRIAL USERS  DESIGN 
INTO COUNTY WWTPS  CRITERIA 
                                                             
PARAMETER      DAILY        DAILY        DAILY       DAILY 
                AVERAGE      MAXIMUM     AVERAGE       MAXIMUM 
 
Fluorides  1.50 mg/L 
 
Radioactivity Gross Beta 1000 Pico curies  
 
RA 226  3 Pico curies/L 
 
SR 90  10 Pico curies/L 
 
Mercury  0.01 mg/L 
 
Molybdenum  0.10 mg/L 
 
Phenol  1.00 mg/L 
 
Phosphate  30.00 mg/L 
 
Selenium  0.10 mg/L 
 
*  No limits presently determined.  If and when these other limitations are determined, 
they shall be incorporated into this Ordinance by action of the County Commission. 
 
The limits set out above shall control but are subject to change by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, and Jefferson 
County.  Such change may occur through changes imposed by National Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards or by Jefferson County's determination than an interference exists 
in any of the County's Wastewater Treatment Plants by reason of any limit set forth 
herein or by case-specific consideration. 
 
 
E.  STATE REQUIREMENTS 
 
State requirements and limitations on discharges shall apply in any case where they are 
more stringent than Federal requirements and limitations of those in this ordinance. 
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F.  EXCESSIVE DISCHARGE 
 
No user shall ever increase the use of process water or, in any way attempt to dilute a 
discharge as a partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve compliance 
with the limitations contained in the National Categorical Pretreatment Standards, or in 
any other pollutant specific limitation developed by the County or State without prior 
written approval by the County.  Where necessary in the opinion of the County, flow 
equalization facilities may be required to eliminate peak flow concentration conditions, 
which could overload the sewers or treatment plants.  Said equalization units shall have a 
capacity judged by the County to allow controlled discharge of the flow at such a rate 
which will eliminate peak flow conditions.  Detailed equalization, facility plans, 
specifications and operating procedures shall be submitted to the County for review and 
recommendations in a specified format.  However, the County shall not approve the 
submittal for performance. 
 
 
G.  POSSIBLE INHIBITORY DISCHARGES 
 
If any waters or wastes are proposed to be discharged to the sewer system which contain 
the substances or possess the characteristics either enumerated or not enumerated in the 
preceding Section of this Article, and which in the judgment of the County and/or the 
State and Federal agencies having jurisdiction may cause an interference with the sewer 
system, the sludge, receiving waters, or which may otherwise create a hazard to life or 
constitute a public nuisance, the County may: 
 
(1) reject the wastes in accordance with Article III of this Ordinance 
 
(2) for industries affected by the categorical pretreatment standards, require pretreatment 


to an acceptable condition for discharge to the public sewers and state a compliance 
date which in no case shall exceed three (3) years but may be sooner if so stated in the 
National Categorical Pretreatment Standards 


 
(3) require control over the quantities and rates of discharge, and/or 
 
(4) require payment to cover the added cost of handling and treating the wastes not 


covered by existing taxes or sewer charges.  Such payments shall be as specified in 
Article VII. 


 
If the County or ADEM requires or permits the pretreatment or equalization of waste 
flows, the design and installation of the plants and equipment may be reviewed by the 
County, ADEM, and Federal Agencies having jurisdiction.  In any case, the design and 
installation shall be subject to the requirements of all applicable codes, resolutions, and 
laws. 
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H.  ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGES 
 
 
H.1  GENERAL 
 
Each industrial user shall provide protection from accidental discharge or prohibited 
materials or other substances regulated by this Ordinance.  Facilities to prevent accidental 
discharge or prohibited materials shall be provided and maintained at the owner's or 
user's own cost and expense.  Detailed plans showing facilities and operating procedures 
to provide this protection shall be submitted to the County for review and comment.  
However, the County's view and comment shall in no way be interpreted as a 
performance approval of such facilities.  All existing industrial users shall complete such 
a plan by January 1, 1983.  No new industrial users who commence this contribution to 
the sewer system after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be permitted to introduce 
pollutants into the system until accidental discharge procedures have been reviewed and 
approved by the County and implemented by the user.  Review of such plans and 
operating procedures shall not relieve the industrial user from the responsibility to modify 
the user's facility as necessary to meet the requirements of this Ordinance.  In the case of 
an accidental discharge, it is the responsibility of the user to immediately telephone and 
notify County personnel of the incident by calling the 24 hour Sewer Line Maintenance 
phone number at (205) 942-0681.  The notification shall include: 1) time of discharge, 2) 
location of discharge, 3) type of waste, 4) concentration and volume, 5) corrective action 
being taken, 6) company name, 7) contact official, and 8) phone number.   
 
 
H.2  WRITTEN NOTICE 
 
Within five (5) days following an accidental discharge, the user shall submit to the 
County and ADEM a detailed written report which shall include:  1) company names,  2) 
contact official,  3) date, time, and type of water discharged,  4) corrective actions taken 
at the time of the discharge and degree of success,  5) a determination that the cause of 
the discharge was of mechanical or human nature,  6) a detailed description of new or 
modified actions which will be instituted to prevent such an occurrence from happening 
again, and  7) a timetable for implementing the corrective actions.  Such notification shall 
not relieve the user of any expense, loss, damage or other liability which may be incurred 
by the County as a result of damage to the sewer system, fish kills, or any other damage 
to person or property; nor shall such notification relieve the user of any fines, civil 
penalties, or other liability which may be imposed by this Ordinance or other applicable 
law. 
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H.3  NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES 
 
A notice shall be permanently placed on the user's bulletin board or other prominent 
place advising employees whom to call in the event of a prohibited discharge.  Employers 
shall insure that all employees, who may cause or suffer an occurrence of such a 
discharge are advised of the emergency notification procedure. 
 
 
I.  HAZARDOUS WASTES 
 
It is a violation of this Ordinance to discharge or cause to discharge any material 
identified as a hazardous waste by the May 19, 1980 Environmental Protection Agency 
Hazardous Waste Resolution, Part 261, or any revision thereof.  This prohibition extends 
to all wastes identified in Subpart D regardless of the quantity of hazardous material 
stored or generated. 
 
 
J.  MISCELLANEOUS 
 
No variances or credit provisions have been established by this Ordinance as the County 
shall not deviate from the discharge prohibitions contained in this Article. 
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ARTICLE III - ENFORCEMENT AND ABATEMENT 
 
 
A.  PUBLIC VIOLATION 
 
Discharge of waste in any manner in violation of this Ordinance or of any condition of an 
S.I.D. permit may be corrected and abated as provided for specifically in this Article or 
elsewhere in the Ordinance. 
 
 
B.  VIOLATION NOTIFICATION 
 
Whenever the County determines or has reasonable cause to believe that a discharge of 
wastewater has occurred in violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, an S.I.D. permit, 
or any other applicable law or regulation, it shall notify the ADEM and user of such 
violation.  Failure of the County to provide notice to the user shall not in any way relieve 
the user from consequences of a wrongful or illegal discharge. 
 
 
C.  CONCILIATION MEETINGS 
 
The County and ADEM may, but shall not be required to, invite representatives of the 
user to a conciliatory meeting to discuss the violation and methods of correcting the cause 
of the violation.  Such additional meetings as the County and ADEM may deem 
advisable may be held to resolve the problem.  If the County, ADEM, and user can agree 
to appropriate remedial and preventative measures, they shall commit such agreement in 
writing with provisions for a reasonable compliance schedule and the same shall be 
incorporated as a supplemental condition of the user's S.I.D. permit. 
 
 
D.  SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
 
The ADEM may issue a show cause notice to the user at a specified date and time to 
show cause why the user's S.I.D. permit should not be modified, suspended, or revoked 
for causing or suffering violation of this Ordinance, or other applicable law or regulation, 
or conditions in the S.I.D. permit of the user.  If the County seeks to modify the user's 
S.I.D. permit to establish wastewater characteristic limitations or other control techniques 
to prevent future violations, it shall notify the user of the general nature of the 
recommended actions it shall make to the ADEM.  The ADEM will act with the authority 
vested in it by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under PL 92-500 and the 
provisions of the General Pretreatment Regulations published in the June 26, 1978 
Federal Register or any revision thereof. 
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E.  REFERRAL TO ATTORNEY GENERAL 
 
At its discretion, or based on the County's recommendation, the ADEM may refer a case 
to the State of Alabama Attorney General's office.  Such an action shall be initiated due 
to a user's violation of a Categorical Standard or the conditions of the user's S.I.D. permit. 
 
 
F.  INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 
 
The County, or the ADEM upon recommendation by the County, may in the name of 
Jefferson County, file in Circuit or Chancery Court of Jefferson County, or such other 
courts as may have jurisdiction, a suite seeking the issuance of an injunction, damages, or 
other appropriate relief to enforce the provisions of this ordinance or other applicable law 
or regulation.  The ADEM will be primarily concerned with enforcement of the 
"Categorical Standards" portions of this Ordinance.  It will normally be the responsibility 
of the County to determine when the ADEM will become involved in any enforcement or 
abatement action. 
 
 
G.  ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES TO OTHERS 
 
When a discharge of waste causes an obstruction, damage, or any other impairment to the 
facilities, or any expense of whatever character or nature to the County, the County may 
assess to the offender the expense incurred by the County.  The County may file a claim 
with the user or any other person causing said damage seeking reimbursement for any 
and all expenses or damages suffered by the County.  If the claim is ignored or denied, 
the County shall notify its attorney to take such measures as shall be appropriate to 
recover for any expense or other damages suffered by the County including the costs of 
collecting such damage. 
 
 
H.  PETITION FOR FEDERAL OR STATE ENFORCEMENT 
 
In addition to other remedies of enforcement provided herein, the County may petition 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency to exercise such methods or remedies 
as shall be available to such government entities to seek criminal or civil penalties, 
injunctive relief, or such other remedies as may be provided by applicable Federal or 
State laws to insure compliance by industrial users with applicable pretreatment 
standards, to prevent the introduction of toxic pollutants or other regulated pollutants into 
the sewer system, or to prevent such other water pollution as may be regulated by State or 
Federal law. 
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I.  EMERGENCY TERMINATION OF SERVICE 
 
In the event of an actual or threatened discharge to the sewer system of any pollutant 
which in the opinion of the Commissioner of Environmental Services, the County 
Engineer, the County Sanitary Engineer, or other designated agents, presents or may 
present substantial danger to the health or welfare of persons, or causes an interference to 
the sewer system, the County shall immediately notify the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management of the nature of the emergency.  The County shall also 
attempt to notify the Industrial User or other person causing the emergency and request 
their assistance in abating the same.  The County may also temporarily terminate the 
service of such user or users as are necessary to abate the condition.  Such service may be 
restored by the County at the user's expense as soon as the emergency situation has been 
abated or corrected. 
 
 
J.  TERMINATION OF SERVICE 
 
The County may disconnect a user from the system when: 
 
(1) the EPA or ADEM informs the County that the effluent from the wastewater 


treatment plant is no longer of quality permitted for discharge to a watercourse, and it 
is found that the user is delivering wastewater to the County's sewer system that 
cannot be sufficiently treated or requires treatment that is not provided by the County 
as normal domestic treatment. 


 
(2) the user: 


(a) discharged industrial waste or wastewater that is in violation of the S.I.D. permit 
used; 


(b) discharges any substance to the sewer defined in Article II as being prohibited; 
(c) discharges any wastewater at an uncontrolled, variable rate in sufficient quantity 


to cause an imbalance in the sewer system; 
(d) fails to pay quarterly or monthly bills for sanitary service when due; 
(e) repeats a discharge or prohibited constituents to the sewer system. 


 
(3) If the service is discontinued pursuant to this Section, the County shall:   


(a) disconnect the user at the user's expense; 
(b) continue disconnection until such time as the user provides additional 


pretreatment or other facilities designed to remove the interfering constituents 
from its wastes.  Reconnection shall be at the discretion of the County and at the 
user's expense. 
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ARTICLE IV 
 
        S.I.D. PERMIT, DISCHARGE REPORTS, AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
A.  APPLICABILITY 
 
The provisions of this Article are applicable to primary or significant industrial users, as 
defined by the ADEM, or any industrial user specified by the County.  If, at the time of 
enactment of this Ordinance, Jefferson County has not consummated a Memorandum 
Agreement with the Alabama Department of Environmental Management pursuant to 
Code of Alabama 1975, Section 22-22-9. any permits issued hereunder to industrial users 
who are subject to or become subject to a "National Pretreatment Standard" as that term 
is defined in 40 CFR 403.3(i) shall be conditioned upon the Industrial User also 
complying with all applicable substantive and procedural requirements promulgated by 
the Environmental Protection Agency and the State of Alabama in regard to the "National 
Categorical Pretreatment Standards" or any other pollutants identified as "priority pollut-
ants". 
 
 
B.  APPLICATION AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL USERS 
 
All primary and significant industrial users, as defined by the ADEM, or any industrial 
user specified by the County, of the sewer system, prior to discharging non-domestic 
waste into the sewer system shall simultaneously submit an application and engineering 
report to Jefferson County and the ADEM for the purpose of obtaining an S.I.D. permit.  
The original and one copy of said package shall be submitted to the ADEM while an 
additional two (2) copies shall be submitted to Jefferson County.  The engineering report 
shall contain the information specified in Section IV, C., hereof.  All original application 
packages shall also include a site plan, floor plan, mechanical and plumbing plans with 
sufficient detail to show all sewers and appurtenances in the user's premises by size, 
location, and elevation; and the user shall submit to the County and ADEM revised plans 
whenever alterations or additions to the user's premises affect said plans.  Any currently 
connected user discharging waste other than domestic waste who has not heretofore filed 
such a report shall file same with the County and ADEM within ninety (90) calendar days 
of receiving notices from the County. 
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C.  REPORT REQUIREMENTS 
 
The report required by Section B. above or other provisions of this Article for all 
industrial users shall contain in units and terms appropriate for evaluation, the 
information listed in sub-sections (1) through (7) below.  Industrial users subject to 
National Categorical Pretreatment Standards shall submit to the County and ADEM a 
report which contains the information listed in sub-section (1) through (10) below within 
one hundred and eighty (180) calendar days after the promulgation by the Environmental 
Protection Agency of a National Categorical Pretreatment Standard under Section 307(b) 
or (c) (33 U.S.C. 1317(b) or (c) of the Act. 
 
Industrial users who are unable to achieve a discharge limit set forth in Article II hereof 
without improved operation and maintenance procedures or pretreatment shall submit a 
report which contains the information listed in subparagraph (1) through (10) of this 
paragraph.  As specified therein above, the package shall be certified by a Professional 
Engineer registered in the State of Alabama and contain all or applicable portions of the 
following: 
 
(1) General information including name and affiliation of company, number of 


employees, product(s) to be manufactured, including rate of production and SIC 
number(s), hours of operation, and water supply and disposition. 


 
(2) Location map showing location of manufacturing plant (with section, township, 


range, latitude and longitude), treatment facilities and drainage, and indicating 
locations of each discharge point.  In case of indirect discharges, location of sewer 
and point of industry tie-in should be shown. 


 
(3) Narrative account of manufacturing operation(s) explaining and or defining raw 


materials, processes and products.  Blockline or schematic diagrams indicating 
points of waste origin and its collection and disposition should be included. 


 
(4) The average and maximum total flow of each discharge from such Industrial User 


to the sewer system, in gallons per day. 
 
(5) The average and maximum of both quantity and quality of the wastewater discharge 


from each regulated process from such industrial user and identification of any 
applicable Pretreatment Standards and Requirements.  The concentration shall be 
reported as a maximum or average level as provided for in the applicable 
Pretreatment Standard. If an equivalent concentration limit has been calculated in 
accordance with a Pretreatment Standard, this adjusted concentration limit shall also 
be submitted to the ADEM for approval. 
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(6) Description of existing waste treatment facilities including design basis, 
pretreatment measures, and recovery systems. Means of handling cooling water, 
storm drainage, and sanitary wastes should be discussed.  Containment systems for 
product storage areas, loading and intermediate, or raw material handling areas, 
process areas, and other areas with spill potential should be described.  Where 
applicable, the availability of a Spill Prevention Control and Containment (SPCC) 
Plan should be indicated. 


 
(7) When treatment sludges are generated, dewatering and handling methods, and 


location of disposal should be indicated.  Quantity and analysis information should 
also be furnished. 


 
(8) In the case of new or expanded treatment systems, copies of logs for test borings in 


the vicinity of the treatment facility of earthen construction should be furnished to 
facilitate a geologic/hydrologic review. 


 
(9) A statement reviewed and signed by an authorized representative of the Industrial 


User indicating whether Pretreatment Standards are met on a consistent basis and, if 
not, whether additional operation and maintenance procedures or additional 
pretreatment is required for the Industrial User to meet the Pretreatment Standards 
and Requirements; and 


 
(10) If additional pretreatment or operation and maintenance procedures will be required 


to meet the Pretreatment Standards, then the report shall contain the shortest 
schedule by which the Industrial User will provide such additional pretreatment. 
The completion date in this schedule shall not be later than the completion date 
established for the applicable Pretreatment Standards. 


 
For purposes of this Ordinance, when the context dictates, the phrase "Pretreatment 
Standard" shall include either a National Categorical Pretreatment Standard or a 
pretreatment standard imposed as a result of the user's discharging any incompatible 
waste regulated by Article II hereof.  For purposes of this Ordinance the term "Pollutant" 
shall include any pollutant identified in a National Categorical Pretreatment Standard or 
any incompatible waste identified in Article II hereof. 
 
 
D.  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS 
 
The ADEM will act only on applications that are accompanied by a report, which 
contains all the applicable information required in Section C above.  Persons who have 
filed incomplete applications will be notified by the County that the application is 
deficient and the nature of such deficiency.  If the deficiency is not corrected within thirty 
(30) days or within such extended period as allowed by the County, the County shall 
submit the application for a permit to notify the applicant in writing of such action. 
 
 







 21


E.  EVALUATION OF APPLICATION 
 
Upon receipt of the County's recommendation, the ADEM shall conduct its final 
evaluation of the completed applications and propose such special permit conditions as it 
deems advisable.  All S.I.D. permits shall be expressly subject to all provisions of this 
Ordinance and all other applicable laws and regulations.  Based on the County's 
recommendation, the ADEM may also propose that the S.I.D. permit be subject to one or 
more special conditions in regard to any of the following: 
 


(1) Pretreatment Requirements; 
 
(2) The average and maximum wastewater constituents and characteristics; 
 
(3) Limits on rate and time of discharge or requirements for flow regulations and 


equalization; 
  
(4) Requirements for installation of inspection and sampling facilities; 
 
(5) Specifications for monitoring programs, which may include sampling locations, 


frequency and method of sampling, number, types, and standards for tests and 
reporting schedule; 


 
(6) Requirements for submission of technical reports or discharge reports; 
 
(7) Requirements for maintaining records relating to wastewater discharge; 
 
(8) Mean and maximum mass emission rates, or other appropriate limits when 


incompatible pollutants (as set forth in Article II) are proposed or present in the 
user's wastewater discharge; 


 
(9)  Other conditions as deemed appropriate by the County to insure compliance with 


this Ordinance, or other applicable law or regulation; 
   
(10) A reasonable compliance schedule as may be required by applicable law or 


regulation to insure the industrial user's compliance with pretreatment 
requirements or improved methods of operation and maintenance; 


 
(11)  Requirements for the installation of facilities to prevent and control accidental 


discharge or "spill" at the user's premises. 
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F.  APPLICANT'S NOTIFICATION OF DRAFT S.I.D. PERMIT; RIGHT TO 
OBJECT 
 
(1) Upon completion of its evaluation, the ADEM shall issue a draft S.I.D. permit with 


special conditions to be included. 
 
(2) The applicant shall have forty-five days from issuance of the ADEM draft S.I.D. 


permit to review same and mail a registered letter stating the objections to the County 
and ADEM.  The ADEM may, but shall not be required to, schedule a meeting with 
the County and applicant's authorized representative within fifteen days following 
receipt of the applicant's objections, and attempt to resolve disputed issues concerning 
the draft S.I.D. permit. 


 
(3) If applicant files no objection to the draft S.I.D. permit or a subsequent agreement is 


reached concerning same, the ADEM shall issue a S.I.D. permit to applicant with 
such special conditions incorporated therein. 


 
 
G.  INDUSTRIAL SEWER CONNECTION 
 
Upon submission of the S.I.D. permit application; Industrial User shall submit an 
Industrial Sewer Connection (I.S.C.) application to the County for the purpose of 
connecting the facility to the County sewer system.  Upon determination that the capacity 
of the available existing County collection and treatment facilities are sufficient to 
accommodate applicant's waste and upon the user's receipt of an ADEM issued S.I.D. 
permit, the County shall issue applicant a permit authorizing such connection and 
permitting applicant to discharge wastewater from such premises to the County sewer 
system at the rate and in quantities stated therein.  Upon receipt of such permit, applicants 
will thereafter be charged by the County at the rates established by resolution for the 
transportation and treatment of such wastewater.  All connections shall be in full accor-
dance with Article VIII contained herein. 
 
 
H.  COMPLIANCE SCHEDULING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
The following conditions shall apply to the requirements enumerated by Sections C and E 
of this Article: 
 
(1) The schedule shall contain certain increments of progress in the form of calendar 


dates for the commencement and completion of major events leading to the 
construction and operation of additional pretreatment requirements for the industrial 
user to meet the applicable Pretreatment Standards (e.g., hiring an engineer, 
completing preliminary plans, completing final plans, executing contract for major 
components, commencing construction, completing construction, etc.). 


 
(2) No increment referred to in Section H (1) of this Article shall exceed nine (9) months. 
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(3) Not later than fourteen (14) days following each date in the schedule and the final 
date for compliance, the industrial user shall submit a progress report to the County 
and the ADEM including, as a minimum, whether or not it complied with the 
increment of progress to be met on such date and, if not, the date on which it expects 
to comply with this increment of progress, the reason for the delay, and steps being 
taken by the industrial user to return the construction to the schedule established.  In 
no event shall more than nine (9) months elapse between such progress reports to the 
County and the ADEM. 


 
(4) Within ninety (90) days following the date for final compliance with applicable 


Pretreatment Standards or, in the case of a New Source, prior to commencement of 
the introduction of wastewater into the sewer system, any industrial user subject to 
Pretreatment Standards and Requirements shall submit to the County and the ADEM 
a report indicating the nature and concentration of all pollutants in the discharge from 
the regulated process which are limited by Pretreatment Standards and Requirements 
and the average and maximum daily flow for those process units which are regulated 
by such Pretreatment Standards or Requirements.  The report shall state whether the 
applicable Pretreatment Standards or Requirements are being met on a consistent 
basis and, if not, what additional operation and maintenance procedure or 
pretreatment is necessary to bring the industrial user into compliance with the 
applicable Pretreatment Standards or Requirements.  This statement shall be signed 
by an authorized representative of the industrial user as defined in Article I and 
certified to by a qualified Professional Engineer registered in the State of Alabama. 


 
(5) (a) Any industrial user subject to a Pretreatment Standard, after the compliance date 


of such Pretreatment Standard, or, in the case of a New Source, after commencement 
of the discharge into the sewer system, shall submit to the County and the ADEM 
during the months of June and December, unless required more frequently in the 
Pretreatment Standard or by the County and the ADEM, a report indicating the nature 
and concentration of pollutants in the effluent which are limited by such Pretreatment 
Standard.  In addition, this report shall include a record of all daily flows which, dur-
ing the reporting period, exceeded the average daily flow reported in Section C(4) of 
this Article.  At the discretion of the County and the ADEM and in consideration of 
such factors as local high or low flow rates, holidays, budget cycles, etc., the County 
and the ADEM may agree to alter the months during which the above reports are to 
be submitted. 


 
(b) The County and ADEM, as applicable, may impose mass limitations on industrial 
users which are using dilution to meet applicable Pretreatment Standards or 
Requirements or in other cases where the imposition of mass limitations are 
appropriate.  In such cases, the report required by subparagraph (a) of this paragraph 
shall indicate the mass of pollutants regulated by Pretreatment Standards in the 
effluent of the industrial user. 


     
(6) The Industrial User shall immediately notify the County of any such discharge as 


defined by Article II.A by calling (205) 942-0681. 
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(7) The reports required in this Article shall contain the results of sampling and analysis 
of the discharge, including the flow and the nature and concentration, or production 
and mass limits where requested by the County and the ADEM, of pollutants 
contained herein which are limited by the applicable Pretreatment Standards. The 
frequency of monitoring shall be prescribed in the applicable Pretreatment Standard.  
All analyses shall be performed in accordance with procedures established by the 
Environmental Protection Agency under the provisions of Section 304(h) of the Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1314(h)) and contained in 40 CFR Part 136 and amendments thereto or 
with any other test procedures approved by the Environmental Protection Agency or 
the ADEM.  Sampling shall be performed in accordance with the techniques 
approved by the Environmental Protection Agency. 


 
 
I.  MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS 
 
Any Industrial User subject to the report requirements established in this Article shall 
maintain records of all information resulting from any monitoring activities required by 
this Article.  Such records shall include for all samples: 
 
(1) The date, exact place, method, and time of sampling, preservation techniques, and the 


names of the persons taking the samples; 
 
(2) The date analyses were performed; 
 
(3) Who performed the analyses; 
 
(4) The analytical techniques/methods used; and 
 
(5) The results of such analyses 
 
 
J.  RETENTION OF RECORDS 
 
Any Industrial User subject to the reporting requirement established in this Article shall 
be required to retain for a minimum of five (5) years any records of monitoring activities 
and results (whether or not such monitoring activities are required by this Article) and 
shall make such records available for inspection and copying by the County, the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management or the Environmental Protection Agency.  
This period of retention shall be extended during the course of any unresolved litigation 
involving the Industrial User or when requested by the County, the Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management, or the Environmental Protection Agency. 
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K.  DURATION OF PERMITS 
 
S.I.D. permits shall be issued for a period of five (5) years.  Original permits, however 
may be issued for a period between two (2) and five (5) years for the administrative 
convenience of the ADEM so as to stagger the renewal dates of the permits.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, users becoming subject to a National Pretreatment 
Standard shall apply for new permits on the effective date of such National Pretreatment 
Standards.  The County shall notify in writing any user whom it has cause to believe is 
subject to a National Categorical Pretreatment Standard of the promulgation of such 
federal regulations, but any failure of the County in this regard shall not relieve the user 
of the duty of complying with such National Pretreatment Standards.  A user must apply 
in writing to the County and ADEM for a renewal permit within thirty (30) days prior to 
expiration of the current permit.  Provided further that limitations or conditions of a 
permit are subject to modification or change as such changes may become necessary due 
to revisions in applicable water quality standards, changes in the County's NPDES 
permit, changes in Article II, changes in other applicable law or regulation, or for other 
just cause, users shall be notified of any proposed changes in their permit by the County 
and ADEM at least thirty (30) days prior to the effective date of the change.  Any change 
or new condition in a permit shall include a provision for a reasonable time schedule for 
compliance.  The user may appeal the decision of the ADEM in regard to any changed 
permit conditions as otherwise provided in this Ordinance. 
 
 
L.  TRANSFER OF A PERMIT 
 
S.I.D. permits are issued to a specific user for a specific operation.  A S.I.D. permit shall 
not be reassigned or transferred or sold to a new owner, new user, or for different 
premises. 
 
 
M.  REVOCATION OF A PERMIT 
 
Any permit issued under the provisions of this Article is subject to be modified, 
suspended, or revoked in whole or in part during its term for cause included but not 
limited to the following: 
 
(1) Violation of any terms or conditions of the wastewater discharge permit or other 


applicable law or regulation; 
 
(2) Obtaining a permit by misrepresentation or failure to disclose fully all relevant facts; 


or 
 
(3) A change in any permit condition that requires either a temporary or permanent 


reduction or elimination of the regulated discharge. 
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ARTICLE V - INSPECTION, MONITORING AND ENTRY 
 
 
A.  GENERAL 
 
Whenever required to carry out the objective of this Ordinance, including but not limited 
to, (1) developing or assisting in the development of any effluent limitation, or other 
limitation, prohibition, or effluent standard, pretreatment standard, standard of 
performance, or permit condition under this Article; (2) determining whether any person 
is in violation of any such effluent limitation, or other limitation, prohibition or effluent 
standard pretreatment standard, standard of performance, or permit condition; (3) any 
requirement established under this Article. 
 
(1) The County and ADEM shall require any non-domestic user to (a) establish and 


maintain such records as required by Article IV, (b) make such reports, (c) install, use 
and maintain such monitoring equipment and methods (including, where appropriate, 
biological monitoring methods), (d) sample such effluent (in accordance with such 
methods, at such locations, at such intervals, and in such manner as the County and 
ADEM shall prescribe), (e) provide access to the plant, to the County, ADEM and 
EPA and (f) provide such other information as it may reasonably require. 
 


(2) The authorized representative of the County, ADEM, or EPA upon presentation of his 
credentials: 
 
(a) shall have a right of entry to all properties within thirty (30) minutes of 


presenting proper credentials for purposes of inspection, observation, 
measurement, sampling and testing in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 
 


(b) may at any time have access to and copy any records, inspect any monitoring 
equipment or method required under clause (1), and sample any effluents 
where the owner or operator of such source is required to sample under such 
clause. 


 
(3) Where, in the opinion of the County, construction, repair, or maintenance of any 


portion of the system carrying wastewater, storm water, or surface water is needed 
and said portion lies within a public easement, County employees or contractors shall 
be permitted to enter upon said easement and perform such work as may be 
necessary.  The responsibility for payment of the cost and expense of any such 
activities shall be determined by the County in accordance with the individual 
circumstances. 
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(4) Where, in the opinion of the County, construction, repair or maintenance of any                
portion of the system carrying wastewater, storm water, or surface water is                        
needed and said portion lies outside of a public easement, the owner thereof shall             
be advised by the County of the needed construction, repair or maintenance given             
a reasonable time, as determined by the County to complete such work.  Upon the             
owner's refusal or failure to complete such work as aforesaid, the County may,                  
with consent of the owner, perform such work at the expense of the owner.  Upon             
the failure of the owner to perform such work or consent to such work at the                     
owner's expense, the County may disconnect said portion from the system. 
 


 
B.  REQUIREMENTS 
 
Specific requirements under the provisions of Section A of this Article shall be 
established by the County and ADEM for each Industrial User and such requirements 
shall be included as a condition of the user's S.I.D. permit.  The nature or degree of any 
requirements under this provision shall depend upon the nature of the user's discharge, 
the impact of the discharge and economic reasonableness of any such requirement 
imposed.  The user shall be required to design any necessary facility, and to submit 
detailed design plans and operating procedures to the County and ADEM for review in 
accordance with accepted engineering practices.  However, the County shall not approve 
such a submittal for performance. 
 
 
C.  DENIED RIGHT OF ENTRY 
 
In the event any user denies the County, ADEM, or EPA or their authorized repre-
sentatives the right of entry, to or upon the user's premises for purposes of inspection, 
sampling effluents, or inspecting and copying records, or performing such other duties as 
shall be imposed upon him by this Section, the County, ADEM, or EPA shall use such 
legal procedures as shall be advisable and reasonably necessary to discharge its duties 
under this Ordinance to obtain entry. 
 
 
D.  DENIED DUTY 
 
Any user failing or refusing to discharge any duty imposed upon him under the 
provisions of this Article, or who denies the County and ADEM the right to enter upon 
the user's premises for purposes of inspection, sampling effluents, inspecting and copying 
records, or such other duties as may be imposed upon him by this Article, shall be 
deemed to have violated the conditions of his S.I.D. permit and such permit shall be 
subject to modification, suspension, or revocation under the procedure established in 
Article III. 
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E.  CONTROL MANHOLE 
 
All industrial waste connections shall have a control manhole or equivalent, which will 
meet County specifications per Article VIII.  The industrial user shall supply and 
maintain at its expense such equipment as may be necessary to enable the County to take 
continuous refrigerated flow proportional samples of the wastewater discharges.  If after 
initial sampling and monitoring by the County, it is determined that the facilities are 
inadequate to obtain data of sufficient quality, the County may require changes or 
modifications in the facility as it deems necessary.  It shall be the owner's responsibility 
to maintain such facilities and equipment contained therein.  Any damage, which necessi-
tates repair or replacement of the facility, shall be assessed and charged to the owner on 
an actual cost basis. 
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ARTICLE VI - QUANTITY DETERMINATIONS 
 
 
Unless otherwise provided, in making a quantity determination, the quantity of waste 
delivered to the sewer system will be the same as the quantity of water delivered to the 
user by his water system.  If well water is used, it must be metered and made known to 
the County on a monthly basis. 
 
Should the user evaporate or dispose of water delivered by the water system, it shall be 
the obligation of the user to install such meters or other devices to determine the portion 
of quantity delivered to the sewer system.  The County and ADEM will consider 
establishing a constant ratio, factor, or percentage to be applied to the metered water 
quantity delivered by the water system in order to determine the wastewater discharged 
by the user.  It shall be the responsibility of the user to determine said factor and provide 
adequate written documentation, which justifies the factor to the satisfaction of the 
County and ADEM.  The value of this factor will be biannually reviewed for accuracy. 
 
All industries, commercial organizations, or other producers of liquid waste or any form, 
including domestic wastewater originating from hotels, motels, hospitals, universities, 
schools, laboratories of any nature, or homes served by the sewer system, and for which 
the water supply is from private wells or other suppliers of water, must pay a sewer 
connection charge to the County.  Not less than the minimum charge established by this 
Ordinance will be applied.  It shall be the obligation of the owner in all instances to 
submit a statement immediately where no payment procedure has been established. 
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ARTICLE VII - FEES, CHARGES, AND PENALTIES 
 
 
A. USER CHARGES 
 
 
A.1 SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 
 
 A uniform volume charge per 100 cubic feet of 85% of metered water consumption.  
         
        Beginning January 1, 2007   $6.87 
         
 
A.2 OTHER DOMESTIC USERS 
 
A uniform volume charge per 100 cubic feet of all metered water consumption. 
 
        Beginning January 1, 2007   $6.87 
         
         
A.3 OTHER USERS 
 
A uniform volume charge per 100 cubic feet of all metered water consumption. 
 
        Beginning January 1, 2007   $6.87 
         
         
A.4  BILLING FREQUENCY 
 
Bills are rendered quarterly or monthly at the discretion of the County. For users not on 
metered water, charges will be determined by the County. 
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A.5  MINIMUM CHARGES 
 
At present, minimum quarterly and monthly charges are levied in accordance with the 
following table: 


MINIMUM CHARGE 
  METER SIZE  QUARTERLY  MONTHLY 
       5/8  $ 5.40 $ 2.00 
      3/4     6.90    2.50 
 1   13.50    5.00 
  1 1/4   18.00    7.00 
 1 1/2   22.50    9.00 
 2   38.40  14.00 
  3   72.00  28.00 
  4    119.40  45.00 
  6    234.00  85.00 
 8     472.50                                170.00 
 10    567.00 200.00 
 12    715.50 250.00 
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B.  INDUSTRIAL WASTE SURCHARGES 
 
An industrial waste surcharge shall be assessed against any industry in the County service 
area whose wastewater characteristics exceed the following normal wastewater strength: 
 


BOD  Above 300 mg/l 
COD  Above 750 mg/l 
Suspended Solids (SS) Above 300 mg/l 
Fats, Oils, & Grease Above   50 mg/l 
Total Phosphorus  Above     4 mg/l   


 
At present, industrial waste is considered any wastewater discharge with pollutant 
loadings in excess of the above maximum.  The industrial waste surcharge elements shall 
be determined by application of the following rates: 
 
(The surcharge per pound is determined as follows:) 
 
       Biochemical Oxygen Demand  (300 – 1200)                  $0.1950 
        Biochemical Oxygen Demand  (1201 +)                      $0.2925 
        Total Suspended Solids            (300  - 1000)                  $0.1500 
       Total Suspended Solids            (1001 +)                         $0.3000 
       Chemical Oxygen Demand      (750  - 3000)                 $0.1950 
        Chemical Oxygen Demand      (3001 +)                       $0.2925 
        Fats, Oils, & Grease                                                        $0.1000 
        Total Phosphorus                                                            $2.0000 
 
 
At the discretion of the County and at such times when data has been compiled and 
established, additional or modified industrial waste surcharge elements shall be 
imposed.  Such surcharges will be based upon the higher cost of treatment of the 
pollutant. 
 
Pounds shall be computed by 0.00624* times the volume of the wastewater (in hundreds 
of cubic feet) times the parts per million (ppm) of wastewater as described in the Table 
above. 
 
*The conversion factor used to determine the weight in pounds of one milligram per liter 
(mg/l) for a liquid volume in hundreds of cubic feet. 
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C.  SEWER IMPACT PERMIT AND IMPACT FEES 
 
All persons or entities who wish to connect to the County Sewer System, or modify, 
expand or change an existing connection to the County Sewer System shall first obtain a 
Sewer Impact Permit from the Jefferson County Sewer Permitting and Inspection Office 
by paying a non-refundable impact fee to the County for fixtures actually installed. 
Refunds for fixtures not installed may be refunded in accordance with Section C.11. 
 
 
C.1.      PROCEDURES 
 
All impact fees shall be paid by the User or his designated agent before a building or 
plumbing permit will be issued for any residential, commercial, or industrial facilities 
whose wastewater is treated in the County Sewer System. The following is indicative of 
the step-by-step process which is required of an applicant in order to secure an impact 
permit that will enable the user to obtain a building or plumbing permit upon presentation 
to the appropriate authority: 
 
1. Applicants must bring their building and/or plumbing drawings to the Sewer 


Permitting and Inspection Office of the Environmental Services Department (Room 
A-300, County Courthouse), Birmingham, Alabama, where they will pay impact fees 
and obtain an impact permit. It is the responsibility of the applicant to determine the 
number of fixtures for computation of the impact fee. The County will render 
assistance if the applicant furnishes drawings; however, the County will not assume 
responsibility for the fixture count. 
 


2. After payment, the County will mark the impact permit form paid and retain two 
copies of the impact permit for its records. The applicant will receive two copies. 


 
3. The applicant must present a copy of the impact permit marked “paid” to the Building 


Official of the County or Municipality before the Building Official will issue the 
applicant a building or plumbing permit. A copy should be retained by the applicant 
for his own records. The applicant shall also be responsible to insure that Sewer 
Connection Permits are obtained by the plumbing contractor in accordance with 
“Standards for Sanitary Sewer Lines and Connections” adopted by the County. 
 


4. The County or Municipality shall retain one copy of the impact permit and attach said 
copy to their record copy of the building or plumbing permit. The County or 
Municipality shall not issue a building permit or a plumbing permit without an impact 
permit marked “paid” in accordance with the Unification Agreement. Any failure of 
the County or Municipality to require payment of the impact fee before issuance of a 
building permit or plumbing permit shall not operate as any waiver nor relieve the 
responsible party from payment of the applicable fee. 
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5. After obtaining the impact permit and the corresponding building or plumbing permit, 
the applicant may wish to increase or decrease the number or type of plumbing 
fixtures covered by the permit. For an increase in the number of fixtures, the applicant 
must return to the Sewer Permitting and Inspection Office and obtain a supplemental 
impact permit covering the increased number of fixtures before installation of the 
fixtures. For a decrease in the number of plumbing fixtures, the applicant may return 
to the office within two (2) years of issuance of the impact permit and obtain a refund 
by surrendering the applicant’s copy of the impact permit. For a full refund, applicant 
must surrender all copies of the impact permit. 


 
The County shall inspect to determine compliance with the impact permit issued to 
the applicant. The number of inspections and the timing of inspections shall be at the 
sole discretion of the County. Provided, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant 
and/or the Owner or Owner’s representative to notify the County of completion of 
construction. For any plumbing fixtures which were not included in the impact permit 
or supplemental impact permit there will be an impact fee charged in accordance with 
the fee schedule established in Section C.3 of this Article. This impact fee must be 
paid before a certificate of occupancy will be issued. 


 
If failure to make payment of impact fees results in legal action, the applicant must 
pay all costs and reasonable attorney’s fees of such legal action. 


 
 
C.2.     DEFINITION OF PLUMBING FIXTURES 
 
For the purpose of this Ordinance, a plumbing fixture is defined as any of the following: 
 


1. Bathtub with or without a shower 
2. Shower without a bathtub 
3. Water closet 
4. Bidet 
5. Lavatory 
6. Urinal 
7. Sink 
8. Dishwasher 
9. Washing machine 
10. Garbage disposal unit 
11. Stubouts for plumbing fixtures 
12. Floor drain 
13. Trench drain (per 18” of length) 
14. Bradley wash sink (per 18” of sink perimeter) 
15. Group shower heads 
16. Drinking fountain 
17. Air conditioner condensate drain 
18. Dumpster drain 
19. Commercial ice machine 
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20. Photographic developing machine 
21. Autoclave 
22. Restaurant/Bar seat 
23. Any other connection to the County Sewer System not included herein which the 


County determines should be classified as a plumbing fixture. 
 
 
C.3.     FEE SCHEDULE 
 
An impact fee is hereby levied upon each new connection to the County Sewer System 
within or without the County in accordance with the following schedule: 


 
FIXTURE FEE SCHEDULE 


        


PLUMBING FIXTURE 


PAYMENT 
REQUIRED  
PRIOR TO 
FIXTURE 


INSTALLATION


PAYMENT REQUIRED 
FOLLOWING A THIRTY 


(30) DAY NOTICE OF 
UNPERMITTED 


FIXTURE(S)1 
   
 1.  Bathtub with or without shower $225.00 $450.00 
 2.  Shower without a bathtub 225.00 450.00 
 3.  Water closet 225.00 450.00 
 4.  Bidet 225.00 450.00 
 5.  Lavatory 225.00 450.00 
 6.  Urinal 225.00 450.00 
 7.  Sink 225.00 450.00 
 8.  Dishwasher 225.00 450.00 
 9.  Washing machine 225.00 450.00 
10.  Garbage disposal unit 225.00 450.00 
11.  Stubouts for plumbing fixtures *    See Footnote1 
12.  Floor drain 56.25 112.50 
13.  Trench Drain (per 18” of length) 225.00 450.00 
14.  Bradley wash sinks  
       (per 18” of sink perimeter 225.00 450.00 
15.  Group shower (per shower head) 225.00 450.00 
16.  Drinking fountain 56.25 112.50 
17.  Air conditioner condensate drain 56.25 112.50 
18.  Dumpster drain 225.00 450.00 
19.  Commercial ice machine 225.00 450.00 
20.  Photographic developing machine 225.00 450.00 
21.  Autoclave 225.00 450.00 
22.  Restaurant/Bar seat 112.50 225.00 
23.  Other fixtures **    See Footnote1 
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* Impact fee for stubouts will be the cumulative fee for the fixtures to be served by the   
stubout. 


** Impact fee to be determined by the County on a case by case basis in accordance 
with C.9 and at a rate of $225.00 per plumbing fixture. 


1 Failure to make the payment required for any plumbing fixture prior to installation 
shall result in a doubling of the payment required, if not paid within thirty (30) days 
of the date of a notice mailed to the address for legal notices. 


 
 
C.4.     CREDIT FOR EXISTING FIXTURES 
 
If an existing structure is to be demolished and replaced by a new structure at the same 
location, an applicant may be allowed credit for the plumbing fixtures in the existing 
structure.  Credit may be given only for those plumbing fixtures in the existing structure 
which are connected to the County Sewer System.  To receive credit for existing fixtures, 
applicants must arrange an inspection by County personnel to verify the fixture count 
prior to removing the old fixtures.  Credit will not be given unless the fixtures have been 
inspected by the Environmental Services Department of the County prior to removal or 
evidence of a prior paid impact permit is presented. 
If an existing structure is being added to, altered or remodeled, and an applicant wishes to 
relocate or replace existing plumbing fixtures within said structure, credit for existing 
fixtures will be allowed under the same provisions regarding inspection and verification 
as stated.   
 
Except as provided herein, credit for existing connections and fixtures and seats in food 
serving establishments cannot be transferred from one location to another.  For example, 
buildings, houses or other structures moved from one site to another shall be charged in 
accordance with the fee schedule established under Section C.3. of this Article. (Credits 
cannot be transferred to adjacent structures or units.)  Provided, however, if such move is 
caused by condemnation or threat of condemnation and the initial location is permanently 
dedicated to a use that will not require a connection to the County Sewer System and the 
other requirements hereinabove are met, credit for such existing connections and fixtures 
and seats may be granted in accordance herewith. 
 
Conditions not covered herein shall be handled by way of a determination by the County 
as to the amount of an impact fee which will be charged to the applicant. The burden of 
proof for establishing any claimed credit and right to sewer use as provided herein shall 
be on the applicant. 
 
 
C.5.     MOBILE HOMES 
 
Single mobile home installations shall have impact fee determined in accordance with 
Section C.3 of this Article. 
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C.6.     MOBILE HOME PARKS 
 
The impact fee for a mobile home park shall be calculated at a rate of eight (8) plumbing 
fixtures per single wide mobile home or trailer pad and ten (10) plumbing fixtures per 
double wide mobile home or trailer pad. Said fees are applicable to new construction. 
Impact fees for existing mobile homes served by a septic tank shall be assessed in 
accordance with Article VII, Section C.8 below. 
 
 
C.7.     FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 
 
As herein used, “restaurant” shall mean an establishment which serves food and/or 
beverages for consumption on the premises by use of reusable flatware/tableware, or 
glassware; “lounge” shall mean any establishment which serves beverages for on-
premises consumption. The impact fee for restaurants and lounges shall be assessed at a 
rate of one-half (½) plumbing fixture per seat. The impact fee for all other food serving 
establishments shall be determined on the basis of projected volume of flow to the sewer 
as set out in Section C.9, Non-Domestic Impact Fees. 
 
The owner of the restaurant or lounge shall be required to install grease traps on the 
premises and shall be responsible for cleaning of grease traps located on the premises. 
Grease trap cleaning shall be performed by a certified wastewater hauler licensed by the 
County and the Alabama Onsite Wastewater Board. Evidence of cleaning must be 
presented to the Health Department during inspection of the restaurant or lounge. 
Contents of grease traps shall be disposed of at approved County facilities. 
 
 
C.8. ALTERNATE WASTE DISPOSAL SYSTEM CONVERSION TO COUNTY 


SEWER SYSTEM HOOK-UP 
 
Any home, mobile home or commercial building served by a septic tank, out-house or 
privy, which was constructed under specifications of the Jefferson County Department of 
Health and approved for use by said agency, may connect to the County Sewer System at 
any time, provided there is not some prohibition in the regulations of the County, State or 
Federal Government and upon payment of a ten ($10.00) dollar fee for such connection. 
Such connections shall also be subject to the following provisions: 
 


A septic tank conversion fixture credit shall be limited to the existing 
fixtures up to a maximum of sixteen (16) fixtures (or equivalent fixtures). 
If the conversion is performed without a permit then the fixture credits 
will be voided and fees will be paid in accordance with the fixture fee 
schedule in Section C.3 of this Article. All new fixtures or existing 
fixtures in excess of the limit of sixteen (16) will result in the user being 
charged an impact fee at the rate established by Section C.3 of this Article. 
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C.9.     NON-DOMESTIC IMPACT FEES 
  
Any connection to the County Sewer System which will result in a non-domestic 
discharge of wastewater by virtue of the volume, rate of flow, or the level of pollutant 
concentrations will warrant an impact fee as determined by the County on a case-by-case 
basis. The County will base its determination upon all factors which significantly 
influence the consumption of County Sewer System hydraulic capabilities. 
 
The determination shall be based on the annual volume contributed by a domestic 
household which is defined as having twelve (12) plumbing fixtures and the flow from 
which is equivalent to 125 hundred cubic feet per year. Therefore, an equivalent 
plumbing fixture, in terms of flow, shall be equal to 10.42 hundred cubic feet per year. 
Each equivalent plumbing fixture shall be assessed an impact fee charge as established by 
Section C.3 of this Article. 
 
To determine the impact fee for non-domestic users, the following procedure shall be 
used: 
 
1. The impact fee shall be determined on estimates of flow by the applicant at the time 


of application to secure an impact permit. 
 
2. The County shall apply the applicant’s estimates to the following formula to 


determine the number of equivalent plumbing fixtures and the impact fee to be 
charged as a result thereof. 
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3. A determination of actual wastewater volume shall be made using actual metered 


water consumption during the first year of applicant’s operation. If it is determined by 
actual measurement that the volume discharged to the County Sewer System is 
different from the figures given by the applicant, an adjustment will be made either 
by a refund to or an additional charge to the applicant. The adjustment shall be made 
on the highest six (6) month volume discharged to the County Sewer System. 
Metering shall be installed at the Users expense if required by the County for 
determination of actual wastewater volume discharged. 
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C.10.    EXEMPTIONS 
 
The governing bodies of Jefferson County and all municipalities contained therein shall 
be exempted from payment of all impact fees for facilities which will be used directly by 
the aforementioned governing bodies for carrying out their governmental functions. The 
impact fee exemption does not apply to park boards, recreation boards, school systems, 
housing boards or authorities, libraries, federal agencies and state agencies. 
 
 
C.11.    REFUND OF IMPACT FEES 
 
Upon proper application by the permittee, the County will refund sewer impact fees for 
fixtures which have not been installed. If no building permit was issued, the permittee 
must return all copies of the original impact permit and payment receipt for said fixtures 
in order to receive a refund. If a building permit was issued, the permittee must return the 
applicant’s copy of the impact permit to the Sewer Permitting and Inspection Office 
within two (2) years of the issuance. An administrative charge for refunds will be 
assessed as follows: 
 


1 – 10 Fixtures = $10.00 
11 – 50 Fixtures = $20.00 
51 or more Fixtures = $50.00 


 
 
D.  SEPTAGE AND HOLDING TANK DISCHARGES 
 
Only operators holding a current certificate of competency from the Jefferson County 
Health Department will be authorized to discharge septage and holding tank waste into 
the sewer system. Such septage shall be limited to wastewater not prohibited by this 
Ordinance, shall not include industrial sludges, and shall be discharged into the sewer 
system only at the following locations: 
 
(1) The County's Septage Discharge Facility near the Birmingham Municipal Airport at 


1701 40th Street North 
(2) Valley Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in West Bessemer 
(3) Village Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in Ensley 
(4) Such other places as may be designated by the Director of Environmental Services 
 
Fees for discharge and disposal at the above locations are set as $30.00 per 1000 gallons, 
as measured at the discharge facility. The County reserves the right to update this fee 
based on increased operating costs. Payment for dumping or discharging approved tank 
waste at the above designated locations shall be made by delivering a ticket of 
appropriate denomination to the attendant designated to receive same. Books with tickets 
of appropriate denominations shall be made available for purchase by certified operators 
at the Impact Connection Permit Office of the Environmental Services Department, Suite 
A300, 3rd Floor North Annex, Jefferson County Courthouse, 716 Richard Arrington Jr. 
Blvd. North, Birmingham, Alabama 35203. 
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E.  MISCELLANEOUS FEES 
 
(1) Cost incurred by the County for sampling and monitoring industrial- trial wastewater 


in accordance with Article V of this Ordinance shall be charged to the monitored 
industry on an actual cost basis. 


 
(2) Sampling or resampling and analysis or reanalysis tasks conducted by the County to 


establish an industrial waste surcharge shall be charged to the monitored industry on 
an actual cost basis. 


 
(3) All Users located outside the political jurisdiction of Jefferson County, or all users for 


which the wastewater flows originate outside the political jurisdiction of Jefferson 
County, shall pay a sewer user charge to the County equal to the user charges 
described in Section A of this article multiplied by the following non-resident user 
factor. 


 
Non-Resident User Factor = 1.06 


 
Minimum charges set forth in Section A.5 of this article shall also be multiplied by 
the non-resident user factor.  All other fees or charges described within this ordinance 
shall be assessed to non-residential users in accordance with the schedules set forth 
herein or as may be established by Jefferson County. 


 
At the discretion of the County and at such times when County ad-valorem tax or any 
other County sewer system related tax is modified or adopted, the non-resident user 
factor may be changed or modified by the County. 


 
 
F.  PENALTIES 
 
For violation of any provision of this Article VII, Jefferson County in conjunction with 
the ADEM may, under provisions of the Code of Alabama, 1975, Section 22-22-9, 
paragraphs L, M, O, P and Q, as amended in 1980, fine the user not less than one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for each offense.  Each 
day on which a violation shall occur or continue, shall be deemed a separate and distinct 
offense.  In addition to these penalties, the same Section allows the County to recover 
reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, court reporters' fees and other expenses of 
litigation by appropriate suit as law against the person found to have violated this 
Ordinance of the orders, rules, regulations, and permits issued hereunder. 
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ARTICLE VIII - BUILDINGS, SEWERS, AND CONNECTIONS 
 
 
A.  OWNER RESPONSIBILITY 
 
All costs and expense incident to the installation and connection of the building sewer 
shall be borne by the owner.  The owner shall indemnify the County from any loss or 
damage that may directly or indirectly be occasioned by the installation of the building 
sewer. 
 
 
B.  NUMBER OF SEWERS PER BUILDING 
 
A separate and independent building sewer shall be provided for every building, 
provided, however, where one building stands at the rear of another of an interior lot and 
no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear building through an 
adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the sewer may be extended to the rear building 
and the whole considered as one building sewer.  Provided further, that if separate water 
meters service each building, then separate sewer service can be charged to each 
building, and a separate sewer will be required.  A separate sewer shall be a single sewer 
line running from the building to the common sewer (collector) serving all buildings in 
the area. 
 
 
C.  CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS 
 
The size, slope, alignment, materials or construction of a building sewer, and the methods 
to be used in excavating, placing of pipe, jointing, testing, and backfilling the trench, 
shall all conform to the requirements of the plumbing codes or other applicable rules and 
regulations of the County.   In the absence of code provisions, or in amplification thereof, 
the materials and procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the ASTM and 
WPCF Manual of Practice No. 9 shall apply.  A cleanout connection (plugged "T") shall 
be made at the building and at the property line.  No private sewer may be extended more 
than fifty (50) feet in the public right of way. 
 
 
D.  SEWER ELEVATION 
 
Whenever possible, the building sewer shall be brought to the building at an elevation 
below the basement floor.  In all buildings in which any building drain is too low to 
permit gravity flow to the sewer, sanitary wastewater carried by such building drain shall 
be lifted by an approved means and discharged to the building sewer. 
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E.  CONNECTION REGULATIONS 
 
The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall conform to the 
requirements of the building and plumbing codes or other applicable rules and regulations 
of the County, or the procedures set forth in appropriate specifications of the ASTM and 
the WPCF Manual of Practice No. 9.  All such connections shall be made gastight and 
watertight.  Any deviation from the prescribed procedures and materials must be 
approved by the County before installation. 
 
 
F.  ON-SITE REQUIREMENTS 
 
All excavations for building sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with 
barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard.  Streets, sidewalks, 
parkways, and other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored 
in a manner satisfactory to the County. 
 
 
G.  INTERCEPTORS 
 
Organic and mineral grease and oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided by the owner 
when, in the opinion of the County, they are necessary for the proper handling of liquid 
wastes as defined in Article II.A; except that such interceptors shall not be required for 
private living quarters or dwelling units.  Prior to installation, all interceptor plans and 
specifications must have received written approval from the County and shall be located 
as to be readily and easily accessible for cleaning and inspection. 
 
 
H.  FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
 
Where primary treatment or flow-equalizing facilities are provided for any waters or 
wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by 
the owner at his expense. 
 
 
I.  CROSS-CONNECTION 
 
Any cross-connection between potable water supply and a sanitary sewer is prohibited. 
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ARTICLE IX - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
A.  DAMAGE TO SEWER SYSTEM 
 
No person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, destroy, 


uncover, deface, or tamper with any portion of the sewer system.  Any person


violating this provision shall be punished as according to law. 
 
 
B.  VALIDITY


 
 
 


All resolutions, ordinances, parts of resolutions, or parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby repealed. 
 
 
C.  SEVERABILITY


 
 
 


If any provision, paragraph, word, section, or article of this Ordinance is invalidated by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions, paragraphs, words, 
sections and chapters shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and effect. 
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ARTICLE X - ORDINANCE IN FORCE 
 
 
A.  DATE EFFECTIVE 
 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect on the date of passage. 
 
 
B.  DATE ADOPTED 
 
Passed and adopted by the Jefferson County Commission on the _____ day of 
_____________________, _____.  Approved this ____ day of __________________, 
_____.  
 
 by________________________________________________________________. 
 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Minute Clerk of the Jefferson County Commission 
Approved as to correctness: 
 
 
 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Collection System Management, Operation and Maintenance Program 
Response to EPA Review Comments Received April 18, 2008 


Submitted to EPA May 13, 2008 
 


 
The Collection System Management, Operation and Maintenance Program was submitted 
to EPA on February 7, 2008.  EPA’s review comments were received on April 18, 2008.  
This response addresses EPA’s comments.  Each EPA comment is repeated in italics 
below, followed by the County’s response. 
 
 
OVERALL COMMENTS: 
 
1)  The table of contents should have a place holder for the Capacity Assurance Program 
(CAP) which the County is developing and will eventually make a part of its MOM 
Programs.  In addition, the document touches very briefly on new sewer service 
connections or taps (page 85) being through the “Sewer Service Office,” but provides no 
details.  EPA assumes that the details will be covered in the CAP so a cross-reference to 
the CAP under development should be added. 
 
 County Response 


The CAP will be placed in Section 2.E.9 of the MOM.  Information will be added 
to Section 3.D (New Connection Tap-In Program) with details of how the CAP 
and the Sewer Service Office will interact when issuing sewer impact permits. 


 
2)  The introduction should include a statement that the County will periodically review 
the MOM Programs to meet the goal of eliminating SSOs.  The statement should include 
written procedures for periodic review (no less than annually), evaluation (specifying by 
whom) and revision as necessary of the MOM Programs to address ongoing and/or 
newly identified SSOs. 
 
 County Response 


The MOM will be reviewed during the first quarter of each year for the previous 
year.  This review will be conducted by the Director, Assistant Director, and the 
Chief Civil Engineers of the Environmental Services Department (ESD).  The 
review will include analyzing the programs that have been put in place and 
modifying them as necessary to achieve the goal of eliminating SSOs. 


 
SPECIFIC COMMENTS: 
 
EPA Comment (1) 
Section 2.E.8 (pg. 55):  Defects found from CCTV program will be summarized at the end 
of each year and the “highest priority” defects will be repaired the following year.  The 
document should more specifically define what constitutes the “highest priority” defects 
(e.g., 20% of defects/year fixed, based upon gallon/minute of I/I, a basin approach, etc.) 
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 County Response 


The County has adopted the Pipeline Assessment and Certification Program 
(PACP) codes as a standard of practice.  The PACP Code Matrix defines the 
“highest priority” line segments through grading structural and operations and 
maintenance based defects on a one (1) to five (5) scale, five being immediate 
attention required, one being minor defects.  The PACP quick rating system uses 
the two highest severity codes occurring along the pipe tangent and the number of 
occurrences corresponding to each severity code to generate a four digit, alpha 
numeric code.  These codes can then be sorted to generate a prioritized list.  All 
defects with a five scale are repaired immediately after discovery. 
 


EPA Comment (2) 
Section 2.E.8 (pg. 55):  The County states they will “periodically” update their Capacity 
Analysis Model.  The document should more specifically define what it means by 
“periodically.” 
 
 County Response 


The County is in the process of selecting a consultant through Qualifications 
Based Selection to select and implement a Dynamic Sanitary Sewer Model.  This 
model will be implemented basin by basin for the entire system.  The consultant 
will train County engineers in all aspects of the software and sanitary sewer 
modeling.  Once fully implemented, the County will update the model for the nine 
wastewater collection systems on an as needed basis but no less than every five 
years. 


 
EPA Comment (3) 
Section 2.I.2.a (pg. 69):  The County states it is working on a video for BMP’s for 
grease/FOG at restaurants.  The document should state when this video will be 
completed. 
 
 County Response 


The video production was completed on March 31, 2008.  As of May 8, 2008, the 
County has 5000 copies in its possession for distribution.  Attached is a copy of 
the video for your review. 


 
EPA Comment (4) 
There was no EPA Comment (4). 
 
EPA Comment (5) 
Section 2.J.4 (pg. 72):  The County is updating its Sewer Use and Pretreatment 
Ordinance (SUPO).  The Draft SUPO (provided in Appx. G) is dated January 2001.  The 
document should specify if this is the latest draft SUPO and when it will be finalized. 
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 County Response 
The SUPO in Appendix G dated January 2001 was a draft that has not been 
adopted.  The County is in the process of updating this document with a targeted 
completion date of September 2008.  Attached is a copy of the latest adopted 
SUPO dated May 11, 1982, as amended through January 1, 2007. 


 
EPA Comment (6) 
Section 2.J.4 (pg. 72):  The County mentions it is updating its standards for service 
laterals (dated 1999).  The document should specify when this update will be complete. 
 
 County Response 


The Standard Specifications for Sanitary Sewer Service Lines and Connections 
has been updated and was approved by the Commission on May 6, 2008.  
Attached is a copy of the Standard Specifications for Sanitary Sewer Service 
Lines and Connections dated November 10, 1999, as amended through May 6, 
2008 


 
EPA Comment (7) 
Section 3.A (pg. 75):  The County mentions it is switching from MP2 to the new Infor 7i 
software to track operation data.  The document should specify when this switch will be 
completed. 
 
 County Response 


The software agreement between the County and the provider is being reviewed 
by the County Attorney for signatures by both parties.  The implementation is 
scheduled to begin during the third quarter of 2008. 


 
EPA Comment (8) 
Section 3.A.2 9pg77):  The County mentions it has portable pumps for emergencies.  The 
document should specify how many portable pumps the County has and whether they are 
large enough to use on the County’s largest pump stations. 
 
 County Response 


The County’s portable pumps are adequate to provide emergency pumping for 
pump stations that do not have backup power.  The larger pump stations located 
in the collection system have redundant pumping capabilities built into the station 
and include backup power.  The portable pumps and their respective capacities 
are listed below. 
 


Pump Size Capacity 
One – 3” 300 gpm 
One – 3” 320 gpm 
One – 3” 400 gpm 
Two – 3” 425 gpm 
One – 4” 660 gpm 
One – 6” 2000 gpm 
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One – 8” 1610 gpm 
  One – 8” 3100 gpm 
  One – 12” 5000 gpm 
 
EPA Comment (9) 
Section 4.A (pg. 99):  The County uses 3 forms to record and track maintenance activities 
for each Pump Station.  The document should specify when this data is entered into the 
MP2/new Infor 7i software (e.g., at the end of each day, weekly, monthly, quarterly). 
 
 County Response 


The pump station run times are recorded on the Daily Run Time Form and entered 
at the end of the month.  The pump station Inspection Checkoff Sheet is filled out 
on a route inspection day and entered the following day.  The Daily Maintenance 
Repair Report is filled out when maintenance is performed and entered the 
following day. 


 
EPA Comment (10) 
Section 4.A.1 and 4.A.3 (pgs. 103-104 and pg. 107):  The document should specify when 
all the short-term repairs/upgrades to County standards for all the Pump Stations will be 
completed. 
 
 County Response 


All short-term repairs have been completed to make pump stations fully 
operational.  These repairs included installing duplex pump systems, making 
control panels operational, and installing redundant level controls. 


 
EPA Comment (11) 
Section 4.A.2 (pg. 105):  The document should specify what cutoff/criteria will be used to 
determine if a Pump Station needs a backup generator. 
 
 County Response 


All pump stations constructed after Unification for operation and maintenance by 
the County are required to have a backup generator or standby engine driven 
pump.  This includes pump stations constructed by the County or a private 
developer. 


 
EPA Comment (12) 
Section 4.b.1 (pg. 108):  The County should set a Performance Measure/Goal for 
Preventative Maintenance cleaning within the entire system (e.g. cleaning X linear 
feet/year, cleaning known “hot spots” on a set schedule, or cleaning a certain percentage 
per year). 
 
 County Response 


The County has established a cleaning goal of 115,000 linear feet per week.  The 
daily work order forms are completed by the Labor Supervisor or Heavy 
Equipment Operator summarizing the linear feet of sewer line cleaned.  These 
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forms are then reviewed by the Public Works Supervisor and entered into a spread 
sheet to total weekly cleaning completed.  In addition to the weekly cleaning goal, 
routine maintenance lists have also been established to identify “hot spot” areas of 
the system. 


 
EPA Comment (13) 
Section 4.C.1 (pg. 111):  The County should provide a description of the information it 
has supporting its contention that regular cleaning of all rights of ways lead to 
unauthorized vehicle traffic and vandalism 
 
 County Response 


Based on direct visual observations from County employees and complaints from 
landowners adjoining the right-of-way, unauthorized vehicular traffic and litter is 
regularly observed in areas that have been cleared. 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































